BUILDING YOUR LIFE ON A FIRM TRUST IN GOD’S FAITHFULNESS
· In the book of Jeremiah we read about the futility of putting our trust in the arm of flesh and the things of this world and the importance of putting our trust in the Lord

· Whilst God uses people to help us and to help meet our needs, we must continually look to the Lord as the source for meeting all that we need in life 
· The Apostle Paul encouraged us not to be anxious about anything in life but to give our concerns to the Lord and to make known to Him all of our needs. In the book of Philippians he wrote

“Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” (Philippians 4:6-7)
· In the book of Jeremiah we read

“Thus says the LORD:

“Cursed is the man who trusts in man and makes flesh his strength, whose heart departs from the LORD. For he shall be like a shrub in the desert, and shall not see when good comes, but shall inhabit the parched places in the wilderness, in a salt land which is not inhabited.” (Jeremiah 17:5-6)

“Blessed is the man who trusts in the Lord, And whose hope is the Lord.  For he shall be like a tree planted by the waters, Which spreads out its roots by the river, And will not fear when heat comes; But its leaf will be green, And will not be anxious in the year of drought, Nor will cease from yielding fruit.”  (Jeremiah 17:7-8)

· IN THIS PASSAGE OF SCRIPTURE WE CAN SEE THE FOLLOWING:
· Apart from God our lives will bear no real eternal fruit
· When our hearts depart from the Lord we will miss the God given opportunities that come our way
· Living a life apart from Christ and His plan and purpose for our life will always in the long run leave us with a sense of futility and meaningless. With all his material possessions, wisdom and fame, when King Solomon departed from the ways of the Lord, he began to despair of life
In the Book of Proverbs we read,

“There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.” (Proverbs 14:12)
· God has the best plan for our life

· We have one gift of life to store up treasures for eternity
Jesus Himself said,
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” (Matthew 6:19-21)
· Fear can often stop people from stepping out into the new things that God has planned for their life

· The plan that God has for our life will give us great purpose and meaning in life

· God’s plan for our life is never limited by our ability, only our AVAILABILITY and OBEDIENCE. In the book of Hebrews we read,
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.” (Hebrews 11:6)
· The Apostle Paul wrote,

“Now to Him who is able to do exceedingly abundantly above all that we ask or think, according to the power that works in us.”  (Ephesians 3:20)
· God’s plan for our life will invariably involve taking steps of faith. In the book of Hebrew we read,
“Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things not seen.” (Hebrews 11:1)

· Stepping out to do new things

· Stepping outside of your comfort zone

· Being forced to seek the Lord and to depend on God’s help and strength and wisdom to achieve the task
· Today I want to share 4 reasons why we can depend on God and put our total trust in Him

1) God is absolutely faithful

God has never let anyone down who has stepped out by faith to follow His plan for their life

The Bible is full of accounts of God’s incredible faithfulness:

· After God had promised Abraham and Sarah a child when they were well advanced in age, Sarah gave birth to a child when she was past the age of child bearing

· God parted the Red Rea to enable the children of Israel to pass through the Red Sea on dry ground to be delivered from their bondage in Egypt whereas the Egyptians drowned trying to do so
· God helped Gideon’s army of just 300 to destroy the enemy’s army of 135,000, when He raised up Gideon to be a deliverer for the children of Israel
· God filled the widows empty jars with oil to enable her to pay all of her bills by selling the oil

· The walls of Jericho came tumbling down after Joshua and the Children of Israel obeyed God’s instructions to march around the city once a day for 6 days and 7 times on the seventh day
· After an angel of God spoke to Paul promising him that no one would die on the ship that he was on, preserved the lives of all 276 people including the Apostle Paul when the boat that he was on became shipwrecked off the island of Malta

· As the early church apostles and disciples stepped out by faith to heal people, God healed the multitudes of people that were sick and tormented by unclean spirits.  (Acts 5:12-16)  (Acts 8:4-8)
· GOD HAS BEEN, AND IS AND ALWAYS WILL BE ABSOLUTELY FAITHFUL “Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today and forever.” (Hebrews 13:8)    
· JESUS PROMISES TO “Never leave nor forsake those who put their faith and trust in Him”

· Jesus said to His disciples, and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age. Amen” (Matthew 28:20)
· GOD IS ABSOLUTELY FAITHFUL
· King David knew and continually experienced the great faithfulness of God in His own life. In Psalm 36 King David wrote,
“Your mercy, O LORD, is in the heavens; Your faithfulness reaches to the clouds.” (Psalm 36:5)
· In Psalm 119 we read the words of the Psalmist,

“Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven. Your faithfulness endures to all generations; You established the earth, and it abides.” (Psalm 119:89-90)

· In the book of Lamentations we read,

“Through the LORD’s mercies we are not consumed, Because His compassions fail not. They are new every morning; Great is Your faithfulness.” (Lamentations 3:22-23)
2) God is able to perform the impossible

In the book of Jeremiah we read,
“Then the word of the LORD came to Jeremiah, saying, “Behold, I am the LORD, the God of all flesh. Is there anything too hard for Me? “Therefore thus says the LORD: ‘Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the Chaldeans, into the hand of Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, and he shall take it.” (Jeremiah 32:26-28)

NOTHING IS IMPOSSIBLE FOR GOD
GOD IS ABLE TO:

· Open up doors that no man can close

In the book of Revelation we read, “These things says He who is holy, He who is true, He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens”: I know your works. See, I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it; for you have a little strength, have kept My word, and have not denied My name.” (Revelation 3:7-8)

· Meet our every need

The Apostle Paul wrote,
“And my God shall supply all your need according to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.”  (Philippians 4:19)

· Heal people when the doctor says there is no hope

King David wrote,
“Bless the Lord, O my soul, And forget not all His benefits; Who forgives all your iniquities, Who heals all your diseases,” (Psalm 103:2-3)
· He is able to turn the hearts of Kings
In the book of Proverbs we read,
“The king’s heart is in the hand of the LORD, Like the rivers of water; He turns it wherever He wishes.” (Proverbs 21:1)
· God is able to redeem our lives from destruction and pull us out of the deepest of pits in life

King David wrote,
“I waited patiently for the LORD; And He inclined to me, and heard my cry. He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, out of the miry clay, and set my feet upon a rock, and established my steps. He has put a new song in my mouth – Praise to our God; Many will see it and fear, and will trust in the LORD. Blessed is that man who makes the LORD his trust, ” (Psalm 40:1-4)
· Jesus Himself said,

“Have faith in God.  For assuredly, I say to you, whoever says to this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ and does not doubt in his heart, but believes that those things he says will be done, he will have whatever he says.”

“Therefore I say to you, whatever things you ask when you pray, believe that you receive them, and you will have them.”             (Mark 11:22-24)
3) His ways are far higher than our ways

The bible makes it clear that His ways are far higher than our ways. In the book of Isaiah we read,

“For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.” (Isaiah 55:8-9)
4) As we commit to His plan for our life God promises to meet our every single need.

When Jesus called the first four disciples they were comfortably involved in the fishing industry.  We can read about this in the gospels. In the gospel of Mark we read the account of Jesus calling the four fishermen to follow Him and to become His disciples
“And as He walked by the Sea of Galilee, He saw Simon and Andrew his brother casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. Then Jesus said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you become fishers of men.”

“THEY IMMEDIATELY LEFT THEIR NETS AND FOLLOWED HIM”

“When He had gone a little farther from there, He saw James the son of Zebedee, and John his brother, who also were in the boat mending their nets. And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired servants, and went after Him.” (Mark 1:16-20)
When we look at the lives of these four disciples we see that they were:

· Prepared to change direction in their life to follow God’s plan for their life
· They were prepared to put their entire trust in the Lord

· When we look back in history these four fishermen made a profound impact on the world and were four of the 12 founding apostles of the church. They became world changers as God met their every need.

Jesus Himself said,
Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ Or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.” (Matthew 6:31-33) 
I WILL NOW CONCLUDE BY SHARING THREE KEYS TO FULFILLING ALL THAT GOD HAS PLANNED FOR OUR LIFE 

1) Committing every area of our life to the Lord

In the book of Proverbs we read,

“Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.” (Proverbs 3:5-6)

“Commit your works to the Lord, and your thoughts will be established.”  (Proverbs 16:3)
2) Allowing the Holy Spirit to guide and direct us in life. This helps us to stay on the narrow path that God has planned for our life. The path that leads to life and life more abundantly. 

Being led by the Holy Spirit helps to prevent us from deviating away from God’s best plan for our life.
The Apostle Paul wrote, “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.” (Romans 8:14)

IT IS SO IMPORTANT THAT WE LIVE A LIFE UNDER THE CONTROLLING INFLUENCE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT

THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL TEACH US ALL THINGS

Jesus Himself said, “But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.” (John 14:26)

THE HOLY SPIRIT WILL ALSO TELL US THINGS TO COME (GOD KNOWS THE END FROM THE BEGINNING)
“However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.” (John 16:13)
GOD HAS A UNIQUE PLAN FOR EVERY BELIEVER’S LIFE
3) The importance of starting with what you have. Being faithful in the little. 

In the miracle of the feeding of the 5000 Jesus first asked the disciples to give what they had. As they gave the little that they had, Jesus multiplied what they gave and miraculously fed the 5000.

In the parable of the talents we see how when the servants were faithful with the little that their master had entrusted to them, the master entrusted to them greater things. In sharing this parable Jesus said, 
“So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ “His Lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your Lord.”

“He also who had received two talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more talents besides them.’ “His Lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your Lord.” (Matthew 25:20-23)
AS WE ARE FAITHFUL IN THE LITTLE THINGS GOD WILL ENTRUST TO US GREATER RESPONSIBILITIES

WE CAN DEPEND ON GOD’S FAITHFULNESS. WE CAN BUILD OUR LIVES ON A FIRM TRUST AND FAITH IN JESUS CHRIST BECAUSE:
1. He is absolutely faithful

2. God is able to perform the impossible

3. His ways are far higher than our ways, AND

4. As we commit to following His plan for our life God promises to meet our every single need.

